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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Middle Schools 2018  
 

YEAR 7 ETHICS Marking Scheme   
 

 

For teacher’s use 

Project 

30 % 

Reflective Journal 

30 % 

Written 

40 % 

Total 

100 % 

    

 

Title of project: Rights and Responsibilities 

 

Assessment Criteria for Project:  

 

 

1 Content Knowledge  

 Uses information correctly. 1 

 Discusses the information used. 2 

   

2 Understanding of Ethical Issues  

 Recognises basic ethical issues 2 

 Makes an effort at analysing ethical issues 2 

   

3 Application of Ethical Issues  

 Applies ethical perspectives to the topic in question 3 

                                                                                               Total marks 10 

 

Guidelines: At least 6 pages should be used from the project book.  

Roughly one expects around three pages of write-up, while the rest can include pictures, posters, 

material from the internet, and so on. 

It is explained to the students that ‘copy and paste’ is not acceptable – and that the write-up has to be 

in their own words, written in Maltese or English.  

 

Assessment Criteria for Journal 

The Reflective Journal Writing requires students to write fortnightly entries of 100 words per entry. 

Each entry is to be based on course content, reflecting the student’s critical and analytical way of 

thinking about the content. The journal could include photos/drawings, quotes and extracts from 

books or journals. Students are expected to write structured reflective writing basically broken down 

into three parts: description (What is being examined), interpretation (What is most 

important/interesting/useful/relevant about the subject or idea), and outcome (What have I learned? 

What does this mean for my future?)  
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The fundamental questions that the teacher will be considering when assessing the work of students 

are:  

1.  How does the journal demonstrate that the student has acquired the knowledge, understanding 

and skills of the learning outcomes?  

2.  Does the journal show progression and development throughout the entries? 
 

 
 

 

 

The criteria against which the work will be marked fall into the following categories:  

 

Presentation  Criteria Marks 

 1.  An entry to the journal was made every fortnight  

(5 entries). 
1 

2.  Each journal entry is approximately 120 words in length.  1 

3.  The journal entries follow the format, addressing the 3 

steps.  
1 

4.  The journal is well-organized. 1 

Description 5.  The description is clear and concise.  1 

 6.  There is an analysis of the subject matter/experience/issue 

that shows the ability to think critically and ask good 

questions.  

1 

Outcome 7.  The outcome indicates new perspectives, thoughts or 

actions for the future.   
2 

8.  The writing shows how the learning is affecting him/her as 

a moral person.  
2 

                                                             Total marks 10 

 

(Adapted from the Common Awards Assessment Guidelines, Reflective Learning Journals, 

University of Durham) 

 

1.  Fill in the blanks with the words provided. 
The first one has been done as an example. (1 mark x 5 =5 marks) 

 

a.  entitlement (Example) 

b.  responsibilities 
c.  injustice  

d.  absolute 

e.  (i) universal (ii)particular 

2.  Match rights to the pictures. 

The first one has been done as an example. (1 mark x 8 = 8 marks) 
 

 

                                 

i d 
 

e 
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3.  Write an obligation that is linked to that right. (3 x 2 marks = 6 marks) 
 

a.  The obligation to pay attention and do your best. 

b.  The obligation to use this right without inciting hatred, lying or silencing others. 

 

c.  The obligation to respect the thoughts, beliefs and religion of others. 
 

Accept other answers which show that the student understands the obligation linked 

to the right in question. 

 
4.  Write True or False near each sentence.  

Explain your answer.  

The first one has been done as an example.                                      
 

(1 mark for True/False – 2 x 1 mark = 2 marks; 

2 marks for each explanation – 2 x 2 marks = 4 marks) 
 

 

a.  The idea of human rights is not recognised in every society. True 

     Different societies have different moral cultures. (Example) 

 

b.  Parents do not have the right to tell their children what to do. False 

     Parents, as adults and guardians of their children, have a right to guide their 

children until they become adults. 

 

c.  As a student in a school I enjoy particular rights. True 

    As a student in a school I enjoy particular rights such as borrowing books from the    

school library; being entitled to vote in a student council election; participating in    

sports events and so on. 

Award marks for any other answer which shows the student’s understanding of the 

statements. 

f c  

a 

h b g 
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5.  Read the short story below and then answer the questions.  

a.  Michael Vick treated the dogs as objects. Mention two (2) things he did to them.  

                                                                                          (1 x 1 mark = 2 marks) 

Any two of these: 

i)  He made the dogs fight.  

ii)  He killed dogs. 

iii)  He did not feed them well. 

iv)  He kept them chained. 

v)  He let the dogs get scars and injuries. 

 

b.  The dogs were trained to fight. Apart from being illegal, dogfighting is immoral. 

Why? (3 marks) 

 

Animals are sentient beings and should be treated with respect and dignity. Thus it is 

not acceptable that one intentionally hurts and acts cruelly towards them. They are 

not to be treated as expendible objects or dead property.  

 

Award marks for any other answer which shows the student’s understanding of the 

rights of animals. 

 

 

6.  Read the short story below.  (10 marks) 

 
 Criteria 

 

Marks 

Knowledge The student shows knowledge of the rights of students and 

responsibilities of the teacher. 

2 

Comprehension The student shows understanding of the ethical issues relating to 

the teacher’s actions. 

2 

Application The student can apply his or her knowledge and understanding to 

discuss the question, especially section b. 

2 

Analysis The student can identify moral arguments that address the action 

the teacher should have taken. 

4 

 

 


